
The Sons of Thunder

James and John were given this humorous nickname by Jesus, precisely because of an incident in this
Sunday’s Gospel.  On their way to Jerusalem, when the apostles and Jesus tried to get lodging in a
Samaritan village, the Samaritan innkeepers refused to give them rooms because they were headed for
Jerusalem, a city that was known to be very hostile and non-receptive to Samaritans.  So James and
John became indignant and asked Jesus to “rain down fire and brimstone” on this village to get them back
for their lack of hospitality. Needles to say, Jesus did not acquiesce to this request.

If Jesus could forgive the people who nailed him to the cross, he could certainly give these Samaritan
innkeepers another chance. In fact, Jesus sort of had a soft spot in his heart for the people of Samaria, as
he used one of them as an example of goodness in his parable about “The Good Samaritan.”  Jesus also
showed great kindness to the Samaritan woman whom he met at the well (John 4: 1-42).  And when
Jesus cleansed the ten lepers, it was only the Samaritan who came back to give thanks. Jesus told him:
“Go, Your Faith has healed you.”

Following Jesus, being a disciple, means putting aside our narrow, limited categories, and our petty ways
of thinking, and then putting on a new way of thinking, a new way of viewing the world and humanity.    In
summary, then, we have to let go of “the old man/woman” and put on “the NEW man/woman.”

Also, we are relieved to notice that Jesus shows a lot of patience with his disciples, the same sort of
patience he offers us. They made all kinds of mistakes, disappointed him countless times, and even ran
away from him when things got difficult. But Jesus never gave up on them.

The leader of my Weight Watchers group always reminds us each week, especially when we don’t lose
the pounds we wanted to lose, that we are all “works in progress.” I love to hear that.  It empowers me to
go on.  The last thing we need when we fail is for someone to pile even more discouragement on top of
our fragile hearts.

Thank God that James and John are not in charge.  Were these “Sons of Thunder” in charge of judging
humanity, the gates of heaven would be shut, and no one would be allowed to enter. Thank God that God
is in charge!

In the Lord,

Fr. Edwin L. Gros, SJ

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:

God NEVER gives up on us. We are all “Works in Progress”.


